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STATEMENT OF PROCEEDINGS 

FOR THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE LOS ANGELES  

CONTRACT CITIES LIABILITY TRUST FUND CLAIMS BOARD 

HELD IN THE CITY OF MONTEREY PARK, MONTEREY HILL RESTAURANT, 

CARMEL BALLROOM, 3700 RAMONA BOULEVARD, MONTEREY PARK,  

CALIFORNIA 91754 

ON 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14, 2018, AT 11:00 AM 

Members Present: Curtis Morris, Mark Alexander, James Bozajian, Margaret Finlay, 
Patrick Kearney, Doug Prichard, Jose Pulido, Ken Striplin, Mark 
Waronek, and Marcel Rodarte 

Alternates Present: Gustavo Camacho, Reva Feldman, Christian Hernandez, and 
Ernie Hernandez 

 
1. Call to Order. 

2. Opportunity for members of the public to address the Contract Cities 
Liability Trust Fund Claims Board on items of interest within the subject 
matter jurisdiction of the Claims Board. 

No members of the public addressed the Claims Board. 

3. Closed Session – Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation 
(Subdivision (a) of Government Code section 54956.9). 

a. Rosa Linda Belman v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 545771 

This lawsuit concerns allegations of injuries received in an automobile 
accident involving a Sheriff's Deputy. 

Action Taken: 
 
The Contract Cities Liability Trust Fund Claims Board recommended to 
the Board of Supervisors the settlement of this matter in the amount of 
$450,000. 

Vote:  Ayes: 10 - Curtis Morris, Mark Alexander, James Bozajian, 
Margaret Finlay, Patrick Kearney, Doug Prichard, 
Jose Pulido, Ken Striplin, Mark Waronek, and 
Marcel Rodarte 

See Supporting Document 
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b. A. G., et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
United States District Court Case No. 2:17-CV-00753 

This lawsuit concerns allegations of wrongful death and federal civil rights 
violations by a Sheriff's Deputy. 

Action Taken: 
 
The Contract Cities Liability Trust Fund Claims Board recommended to 
the Board of Supervisors the settlement of this matter in the amount of 
$1,750,000. 

Vote:  Ayes: 10 - Curtis Morris, Mark Alexander, James Bozajian, 
Margaret Finlay, Patrick Kearney, Doug Prichard, 
Jose Pulido, Ken Striplin, Mark Waronek, and 
Marcel Rodarte 

See Supporting Document 

c. Sergio Gonzalez Cruz v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 601062 

This lawsuit concerns allegations of injuries received in an automobile 
accident involving a Sheriff's Deputy. 

Action Taken: 
 
The Contract Cities Liability Trust Fund Claims Board approved the 
Settlement of this matter in the amount of $40,000. 

Vote:    Ayes: 9 - Curtis Morris, Mark Alexander, James Bozajian, 
Margaret Finlay, Doug Prichard, Jose Pulido, Ken 
Striplin, Mark Waronek, and Marcel Rodarte 

              Noe: 1 - Patrick Kearny 

See Supporting Document 

4. Closed Session – Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation 
(Subdivision (a) of Government Code Section 54956.9). 

a. Kathleen Anderson, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
United States District Court Case No. CV 15-09289 
 
This lawsuit concerns allegations of wrongful death and federal civil rights 
violations by Sheriff's Deputies. 

Action Taken: 

No reportable action taken. 
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b. Mildred Mae Mendoza, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al.  
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 594206 

This lawsuit involves excessive force shooting and wrongful death by 
Sheriff's Deputies. 

Action Taken: 

No reportable action taken 

5. Report of actions taken in Closed Session. 

The Contract Cities Liability Trust Fund Claims Board reconvened in open 
session and reported the actions taken in closed session as indicated under 
Agenda Items No. 3 and No. 4 above. 

6. Approval of the minutes of the February 14, 2018, meeting of the Contract 
Cities Liability Trust Fund Claims Board. 

Action Taken: 

The Contract Cities Liability Trust Fund Claims Board approved the minutes.   

Vote:  Ayes:  10 - Curtis Morris, Mark Alexander, James Bozajian, Margaret 
Finlay, Patrick Kearney, Doug Prichard, Jose Pulido, Ken 
Striplin, Mark Waronek, and Marcel Rodarte 

See Supporting Document 

7. Items not on the posted agenda, to be referred to staff or placed on the 
agenda for action at a further meeting of the Board, or matters requiring 
immediate action because of emergency situation or where the need to 
take immediate action came to the attention of the Board subsequent to the 
posting of the agenda. 

No such matters were discussed. 

8. Other Business. 

None 

9. Adjournment. 
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CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME  Rosa Linda Belman v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 

CASE NUMBER  BC545771 

COURT  Los Angeles Superior Court 

DATE FILED  May 16, 2014 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT  Sheriff's Department 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 450,000 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF  David Azizi, Esq. 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY  Michael J. Gordon,  
Deputy County Counsel 

NATURE OF CASE 
 

On July 1, 2013, Plaintiff was involved in a motor 
vehicle versus motor vehicle collision with an  
on-duty employee of the Sheriff's Department, in the 
intersection of Compton Boulevard and Bullis Road 
in the City of Compton.  She allegedly sustained 
injuries to her neck, back, shoulder, and knee, and 
underwent lumbar spine surgery as a result of the 
collision. 
 
Due to the risks and uncertainties of litigation, a full 
and final settlement of the case in the amount of 
$450,000 is recommended.  

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 257,175 

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 103,020 
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CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME  A.G., et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 

CASE NUMBER  CV 17-00753 

COURT  United States District Court 

DATE FILED  January 30, 2017 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT  Sheriff's Department Contract Cities Trust Fund 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 1.75 Million 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF  Humberto M. Guizar 
Henderson and Carrozco, LLP 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY  Jonathan McCaverty  
Principal Deputy County Counsel 

NATURE OF CASE 
 

This is a recommendation to settle for $1.75 million, 
inclusive of attorneys' fees and costs, a federal civil 
rights and wrongful death lawsuit arising out of a 
February 2016 Deputy-involved shooting in the City 
of Norwalk.  Plaintiffs allege that a Deputy shot 
Francisco Garcia without justification as he 
attempted to flee from the Deputy.   
 
The Deputy contends that his actions were 
reasonable under the circumstances.   
 
Given the risks and uncertainties of litigation, a 
reasonable settlement at this time will avoid further 
litigation costs; therefore, a full and final settlement 
of the case in the amount of $1.75 million is 
recommended.  

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 100,465 

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 24,306 
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CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME  Sergio Gonzalez Cruz v. County of Los Angeles, et 
al. 

CASE NUMBER  BC601062 

COURT  Los Angeles Superior Court 

DATE FILED  November 16, 2015 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT  Sheriff's Department 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 40,000 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF  Katherine R. Cohan, Esquire 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY  Michael J. Gordon,  
Deputy County Counsel 

NATURE OF CASE 
 

On February 13, 2015, Plaintiff was involved in a 
motor vehicle versus motor vehicle collision with an  
on-duty employee of the Sheriff's Department, in the 
intersection of Main Street and 228th Street in the 
City of Carson.  He allegedly sustained injuries to 
his neck, back, shoulder and ribs, and underwent 
lumbar spine surgery as a result of the collision. 
 
Due to the risks and uncertainties of litigation, a full 
and final settlement of the case in the amount of 
$40,000 is recommended.  

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 25,989 

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 9,623 
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